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The Tabernacle in the Wilderness
Introduction to the Tabernacle:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Major Word Pictures from the Tabernacle:
JESUS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BELIEVER
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Two-fold Purpose of the Tabernacle:

· A place where God is worshipped
· A place where God’s people are stirred to seek for the Messiah
Reasons for the Tabernacle:
· God knew that man could not keep His laws

· The Tabernacle was established as a “type of Christ” to hold His people until Jesus came 

· He could use the Tabernacle to:

· Introduce us to God

· Reconcile us to Him

· Separate us from what is unholy

· Light our way

· Satisfy not only Him but us

· Allows intercession

· Allows eventual communion in the presence of God

Symbolism in the Tabernacle:
· Silver

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Gold overlaid shittim wood (incorruptible)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Courtyard with the Altar and Laver
Courtyard:
· Line of defense to outside influences

· Only one entrance

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brazen Altar:
· Our access to God is through a blood sacrifice

· It was not fancy, but common, like Jesus

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sacrificial Blood:
· Sprinkled on the Book of the Law to seal the covenant

· Sprinkled on the Mercy Seat once a year

· Priests were dedicated by blood

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Bronze Basin (Laver):
· Priest washed himself in it

· Had to be clean before appearing before God

· Nothing unclean can enter God’s presence

· We have a “washing of the water of the Word”

  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy Place

Lampstand:
· Bright light

· Pure olive oil used

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Shewbread (Bread):
· God satisfies our hunger

· 12 loaves represents the 12 tribes of Israel

· Bread taken with wine

· Bread was “uncovered”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Altar of Incense:
· Special and costly incense used

· Pleasing fragrance to God

· Example of what our prayers are to be

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Spiritually Significant Facts About the Altar:
· Made of incorruptible wood and gold

· Tallest object in the Tabernacle

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Holy of Holies
Noah’s Ark

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Moses’ Ark
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God’s Ark
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ark of the Covenant: (in the Holy of Holies)
· Hold God’s testimony

· Special place of God meeting with His people

· Place of mercy for His people

· Place where God instructed and guided His people

· Inside were tablets of the Law/a pot of manna/Aaron’s rod that budded

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mercy Seat:
· Means “covering”

· Our sin is covered, cleansed, forgiven, purged, removed, atoned for, adjudicated

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coverings of the Tabernacle:
· White linen curtains-inside layer

· Black goat hair-layer on top of white linen

· Red ram’s skin-covered the black goat hair (you see where God is going here?)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The High Priest and His Garments
Basic Requirements for the Priesthood...Then and Now

	Priests Then
	Christian Servants Today 

	1.  Consecrated to God
	1.  Consecrated to God



	2.  Had specific outer garments
	2.  We wear Jesus’ robe of righteousness



	3.  Had specific duties
	3.  We must have absolute obedience to Him



	4.  Had specific food requirements
	4.  Jesus said to eat His flesh and drink His blood, meaning He is our meat and drink



	5.  The High Priest was the only one allowed to enter the Holy of Holies behind the veil
	5.  We, as High Priest today: “Since therefore brethren, we have a confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is His flesh” (Heb 10:19-20)


Restrictions to the Office of High Priest

	Levitical Restrictions Then
	Restrictions Still Apply Today

	1.  Blindness
	1.  We must be able to see the light.



	2.  Lameness
	2.  We must be able to walk in the light as He is in the light.



	3.  A cut face
	3.  We must be without wrinkle-no fold where something can be hidden.



	4.  A deformed limb, broken foot, or broken hand
	4.  We must be whole, be able to walk the walk and do the works of God.



	5.  Hunchback
	5.  We must stand straight, no guile, no deceit, and no crookedness.



	6.  Dwarf
	6.  We must come up to the fullness of God-grow up, mature.



	7.  Eye defect
	7.  We must not only see, but also see clearly.



	8.  Eczema, scabs
	8.  We must be without spot or blemish.



	9.  Crushed testicles
	9.  We must have the capability of passing on the seeds of life


Garments of the Priesthood
Ephod (Breastplate):

· Gold linen piece with blue, purple and scarlet colors
· 12 special gem stones each with name of a tribe of Israel
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Meanings of the Gemstones:
Sardius__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topaz___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Carbuncle_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emerald_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sapphire________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Diamond________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ligure__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Agate___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Amethyst________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Beryl___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Onyx___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jasper___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The White Linen Breeches (Trousers):
· worn under everything

· symbolized sense of modesty and decency when worshipping God

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The White Linen Coat with Sash:
· Extended to knees 

· Looked common in comparison to other garments (just like Jesus!)

· White denoting purity

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Sash or Girdle:
· Only seen on the Day of Atonement

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Blue Tunic:
· Symbol of authority

· Blue reminds us of the heavens

· Blue was everywhere in the Tabernacle...to remind us that God is everywhere

· It was seamless, like God...no beginning and no end

· Pomegranates and bells were on the hem

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Turban and the Headband:
· Covering of the head signifies subjection

· Diadem plate on the forehead was inscribed with, “Holy to the Lord”

Summary Scriptures:  Read Hebrews 8:1-2; 6-8

                                             Hebrews 9:2-15; 24-28
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